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Lo Com.ander in Chief, United oStates Fleet.
Via: (1) Cownander Task Group 77.4.1.
(Cormander Task Group 77.4). 12 123
(2) Commander Task T'orce 77.
(3) Cowwander SEVuNTH Fleet.
Sub ject: Action Report, Leyte Operation.

Reference: (a) articles 712, 762 U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920,

(b) Com7thPhib conf, ltr FE25/416-3(3) serial 0212,
dated 17 February, 1944. :

inclosure: (i) Asireraft Action Reports, Leyte Operation, alr

Group SIXTY. ;
(B) Ship anti-aircraft Reports #1, 2 and N
(C) Bomb Disposal Ofiicer's Preliminary Report.
(D) Battle Damage RrReport. :
() Photographic File, action and dawage photographs.
(F) mxccutive Officer's heport,
(G) Casualties and medicul report.

Yo In compliance with reference (b) bhe following
report is submitted: :
PaRT 1
3 e On 12 October 194L, at 04341, U,SeSeoUWANNZL de=

parted Secadler Earbor, aduiralties, in accordance with CIG
77 .4 Specaletter 100551 of October 1944, in cowpany with TU
77.4.11, for Leyte Gulf, P.I. oUNaNNZS rendezvousea with TU

7 L.2Y, TU 77.ks31 and TG 77.2 during the day (CTG 77.4

Rear sdmiral T.L. Sprague in SaliGauON), On 17 October, A=3
DY and days thereafter, SUwaNNul maintained part of ths
target and local combat air patrol, local anti-gsubmarine patrol
wnd anti-snooper patrol, On 20 October, a=Day, and Sub-
sequent days, SU#LINN.sS supplied air support missions for
ground forces operating on Loyte Island, provided fighter
swecps against the western Visayan Islands and northern
liindanao and launched strikes against enciy airfields in -
those regions, inecluding the cirficlds of Del Monte, Tacloban,
Cebu, Opon, Medellin, allcante, Fabrica, Bacalod, Carolina

and others. Anti-shipping sweeps sunk several small ahs,
nunicrous luggers and somc PT boats., wxtonsive dauwage was done
to enemy installations, equipment and personnel, air Group
SIXTY shot down twenty four cncmy planes and probably shot
down onc other. SULaNNiZ VT, on 25 and 26 October mude nine
torpedo attacks against enemy surface task forces, gotting
threc torpedo hits on an enemy BB, of noiigo or Fuso class, in
the Mindanao Sea, and one probuble and one possible nit on a
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Kongo BB off Samar, and one hit on & Kuna class cruiser south
of hasbate Island, VF with 500r S.P obtained two hits .nd one
near-miss on a Naehi class cruiser in San Bernadino straits
and onc hit and three near-misscs against two eneny DD in the
Mindanao sea. 4 VT dro.ped one 5007 S»P on the asuuu cruiser
south of kasbate, VF strafed, and left sinking, un alreody
crippled DD south of kasbatec., VT and V¥ continually strafed
cnemy BB, Ca and CL, and DD. On 25 October, at 08041, an
cnemy VF with 250 kilogram bowb, made a "guicidc dive" on
SUwaNNsi, crashing just forwurd of the after elevator, leaving
it inoperative, toaring a hole 10 feet in dioucter in the flight
deck, its bomb, which exploded between the hangur and flight
decks, tcaring a hole 25 fect in diameter in the hung.r deck
and doacging the .oin dock, «fter teaporury rcpoirs, SUnalNNLL
launched the other strikes of 25 October and the strike of

26 October against eneay surfuce forces, However, it 12381,
on 26 October, another "suicide plane" with 250. kilogram bomb
crashed into thc forward slevitor, destroying it, and, together
with a 100 kilogrom bowb dropped by another encuy plune, one
to threc .iinutes later, cuused a severc fire on the flight
deck and a fire on the hungur deck. Firc buckled the flight
dcck and burned 13 planes, SUw.Nihuws was unable to curry on
air operations, Personnel casualties for 25 and 26 October
were: hilled in cection: 5 officers, 80 enlisted wonj; wounded
in sction: 13 officers, 89 enlisted men; missing in action:

2 officers, 56 enlisted men, Captoin w.D, Johnsen, Comananding,
was seriously woundeds. Control wus shifted from the bridge,
no longer opsrative, to Batt II. On 27 October, in accordance
with CTG 77.4's " SUw.NNiZE procceded to Kossol Passage,
Palau, evacuated ghe seriously wounded to BOUNTIFUL and LwuRCY
and proceeded to Sceadlor Harbor, admiralties, anchoring 4
November 1944. For "Composition of own forces", "uission,
doetrine and tactical aspects", sce sction Report of Commander
Tusk Group 77.k.

Statistical Sunmary of Opcrations

1. Sorties V¥ 267 %289 Total 356

2. Strikes o 67 - UT B " 115
3.*Hours flown VF 934.7 VT 302,9 " 12376

L, anti-submcrine patrol 34
5. Combat »ir Patrol 178
ﬂ/ 6, Photographic missions 6
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18 Oct. Launched 2 VT, 2 VF for search of northern windunao
Sea and Tunon Strait to northwest tip of Cebu, Seurch
planes got near-nisses on gunboot and aediun ni off Tanjuy,
Negros. & VF and luter, 44 VF und 4 VT werec launched for
support wissions for TG 77.2 over Leyte, 12 VF, target C.k,
strufed Teeloban cnd San Pedro airficlds on Leyte and =180
sank a small &K, .« strike of 4 VF destroyed by burning two
PT boats off Liluun, Csbu, und strufed iedellin .irficld,
Cebu, and Opon airficld, Muctun Island. Onc VF pilot at-
tucked and hit o "Vul"™ which spun into the clouds at 500
feet and was destroyed, off wiuctbane

19 Oct. SUWANNZE pluncs flew 59 sorties, including two
strikes of L VF, the second striking ot the western Visuyus.
& "Tony" was shot down south of Ceou eity, Ccbu, Twod support
missions were launchud destroging scveral buildings cnd
nuwerous trucks on Leyte. Nine suall aks were strafed and
dousegod off Guilmaras Island, T.rget CaP was flown Over
Leytc,

20 Oct, Made 45 sortvies, including threc locul Cul of 8 VF
and one loccl o8P of 4 VI. Iwo nigssions of 4 VF and 3 VT
supported the lundings on Leyte, decstroying six trucks in
the Juro-Carigara area ana five puildings in purcueln. air
observer and air coordinator werc flown., &b 07551 uniden-
tified airer ft were noted on the scroen and CaP vectored
out, but recallcd before tally-ho was madc. ab 08201,
SUVANNZE course 340°T, speed 18, heading into tho wind
commenced londing, At 08241 enewy VF with wheels down were
noted astern form tion, appurently giiulating fricndly VF.
whon close chboard SuNT.E, the planes, identified as "uekcs",
strofed ind boubed SANTEE, missing, and then S..NGaMON hit-
ting her, They headed westward ot 300 knots ubout 50 feot
of f the wiuter, SUuaNNsE, on order of OTC, went to Goenerul
Luarters. «t 0834 planes were noted bearing 2609, distunco
six miles nnd closing, 75 feet wbove the water, Recceiing
the form-tion they "zoomed", turncd h rd right .nd begen to
pull .wuy us form.tion opencd flire, shooting down one, the
other being shot down shortly wfter by CuP, oUnalNis waude
only slight cv.sive iw.neuver, not being wtt.cked. Position
~t time of .ttick wus 25 .iles, be.uring 090° frow »uluan
Islund , Philippines, Latitude 10° 48! N, Longitude 126°
17' &, Thirty four rounds Of 4O mm, «nd 11 rounds of 20 .,
were expended, spclosure (s), Photographs #l, 2, 3 und &y,
show the attuack.,

21 Oct. Thirty ninc sorties were flown, including locul CukF
wnd a4SP and target CaP, Strikc of 6 VT and 4 VF was lsunched
«&.inst Cebu .nd Opon sirficlds, VF destroyed severul "Zekes"
turning up their cngines on Cebu, Onc "zeke" wus shot down
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after making o run on SUWLNNZZE VF. One VT photo plune und
one VT with .ray air Observer were flown over runcon

Stroit and southern Leyte. &t 18331 SUw.NN&s went to
Genercl uarters, by order of OTC .nd secured at 19021,
again went to Generul Quarters ot 19281, an cnewy "heckler"
circling formction und "jaiuaing" SUWANN&E®s radar, Secure
from Gencral qQuarters at 21141,

2% 0ot SaGINLW BLY, PLTROF BaY,BULL and 1DiONDS jolined for-
nation at 0553I., Lcunched 4 VF und 4 VT cgainst Cebu and
Opon wirfields in western Visayas, which destroycd several
buildings at Cebu ficld., Two hits were nado on -~ Siqll
oiler left burning off Cebu city. 4 VF of target CaAP pro=
vided air cover during air-sea rescue of CH&NANGO pilot.
Several small eraft were destroyed 25 miles south of Cchu
city, on east coast of Cebu, Locul and target CaP were
flown., ot 17301 L£ViRSOLs joined foril tion. i

23 Oct, Lounched 6 VF which struofed cirfields of northern
liindanao, finding only Delaontc No, 2 operutional, 4 VF
cnd L VT struck airfieclds of northern hugros, VT sinking 3
luggers off Bacalod and VF, with othor VF from TG 77.4.1,
strafing slicantc, Fabrica, Baculod and Corolina airfields,
purning 24 opcrctionzl pluucs on the ground, One VF, pilote
ed by Lisutenant (Jjg) Helwig, was shot down, tho pilot
attempting to parachute frou 300 feet, the parachute open-
ing just us he hit a rice puddy about two niles from salicantc,
Local and turget CaP were flown,

2 Oct, Made 37 sortics, including local ..5F and L VE for
anti-snooper patrol, Twenty cight pleones werc lcunched for
CiaP over Leyte., Target CaP shot down nine planes, seven
of them "Lilys" attempting to attack our si.igping in Leyte
Gulf, :nd two "Zekecs", also over Leyte., Local CaF shot
down one "Joke" while muking an assigned se.rch nedr north-
ern Mindanao,

25 Oct., : Made 35 sorties, including local .Sk and L4 VF for

' anti-snooper putrol, 8 VF for locul CaP wnd 3 VF for target
CaP, the latter shooting down turee gekes™ aver Leyte. A
strike of 4 VT, accompanied by 2 VT frou ahothor carrliedr,
nade . torpedo sttack on u Kongo or Fuso cluss BB in the
Mindanao Sea (09° 10' N3 124° 20°* &), four hits belng ob-
served, with threce probubly by SU..NN.d planes. 4L VF with
500# SaP uttacked the lust two DDs in the eneny tusk force
off the cust coust of Sumar, getting one direct hit znd
three neur-nisses. & strikc of 4 VT and 2 VF wus ulso
launched cgainst the cnouy task force off Samar, VT getting
one probuble and one possible torpedo hit on o hkongo class
BB, 6 VF with 500# SaP .ttacked < Nachi class cruiser in
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26 Oct.

San Bernudino Straits, getting two direct hits wnd one neur~
miss, These VF ulso shot down eight planes, thrce "Oscurs",
two "Lilye"™, a "™Wal", o "Zekeé" and o "Judy", the "Oscurs"
being shot down when the VF werce returning to SUw.lNuos next
morning, having landed at Tacloban after the strike aguinst
the cruiser. Onc VF pilot, wnsign Richardson, did not re-
turn, SUwuNN&g was at General quarters througiout the day
beginning 07381 when "bogies™ were reported on the screen.
at O74L0I eneuy cirercoft were seen wnd battcrics opencd firoc,
TU 77.4+1 wes landing alrercft when three encwy plancs

were spotted, oncv of which wus on SuNTus's port qugrtu

about 8000 feet, Identified as "iske", it came in at a 20°
dive, crushing on forwerd part of SnNTuu flight deck. &
half-uinute lator, cnother "Zcke". circled aft SUwaNNisw,

was struck by ., probably SUwalNNwss's, and splrulled down,
sinoking sliglitly and then rolled over into a 45° dive head-
ing for S.NGuiiON. Thc only 5-inch shell fired by SUi.NNuws
hit the planc whcn it was wbout 500 fect from SaNG.LON,
causing the planc to swerve slightly and crash into water

on S.NGIiON's port side, « "Zeko" was thon spotted slight-
ly aft SUW/NNid, circling in the clouds at 8000 fect, s
fire caught it and cs it s.i0ked, it rolled over, puttlng

it slightly on thoc sturboard beam, dodged o pursuing F6F,
then cume straight down, hitting ut O08O04I about 4O feet
forward of thc after elevator, slightly to the stcrboard

|side, nmaking o hole in the flight deck :bout 10 feet in

diometer. Its borib, earried below the belly, estimuted to
be 250 kilograms, cxploded between the fllbht and hangar
decks, tezring o hole 25 feet in dicmeter in the hangar
deck, and injuring the wain deck, where it dented but did
not penetrate o welded seum, The engine penetr.ted to the
waln deck., SUW.NNud took no evasive maneuvers, The after
clevator was nicde inoperative, Gyro-failure and steering
fcilure caused steering to be shifted to steering engine
room., Fire on the hangur deck was quickly subdued., air
operiticns werce resurmed at 10091, the flight deck domage
being teuporurily rcopaired, and landings were .gsde on wires
No, 1, 2, 3 and 4 only, the others having boen destroyed,
at llh9I SUWNNZE opened fire on encny VF cttacking
PATROF BnY plene missed and oscaped. st 20221 secured
from Gunural Quarters znd ut 20371 shifted steering to
Pilot House, repuirs completed., See onclosure (&), photo=-
graphs #5 to #17 inclusive,

Made 20 sortics including locul LSP, 4 VI for anti=-
snooper, and 8 VF for local CaP. « strike of 3 VT, one

with torpedo, znd 1 VF wes launched against the rutru ting

surfcce fores south of livsbato Island. Onc hit with 500f
SaF on a humc class crulser und o probable torpedc hit wos
roported. «n eneuy DD, alresudy crippled, was strufed und
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about to dive-bomb PaTROF BaY. "Bogics" were on the screen
when SUWLNNEE begun to take on planes, & VT londed ot 12381,
ohortly before, three eneuy plenes were spotted astern three
or four wmiles out, ut 10,000 fecet., One "Zecke" nude a slow
slight turn, and came right in, at a 45° dive, sturted
strafing at 3000 feet and crashed into the VT, landced o half
minute before, purked on the forward clevator, cuusing an
instantaneous sx;losion of both plancs, (snclosure (&),
photographs #18 and #19). The pilot, Licutcnant Beideliwn,
and two crewncn arc aissing. The boitb was probably dropped
ot bridgo height (visual und extern.l testiciony so indicat-
ing) and ox.loded on ccntuct with the deck, Thore was no
wriing wire; the boub was approximctely 250 kilogruuws. a
detailed discussion is found in enclosure (G). See euclo-
sure (&), photogruphs #20 and #21, Onc to three .iinutes
1l.ter therc was a scccnd oxplosion in the catapult wachinery
spuce, in all probability cuuscd by a second boub from un
cneuy divee~boabing plenc, sturting e fire in tho elevator
well, This boub was 100 kilograas, according to avuiloble
gvidenco. Depth churges from VIs were found burned but not
exploded. Forwcrd' elevator was smashed to hongur deck

level and catapult smochinery spucc and coupartucnts forward
severely daiwcged, SUWLNNAG made no ovasive .olneuvers.
Shortly after the fire started 7 VF und 2 VT, spotted fore
ward, burned =nd cxploded, causing scverc fire on tho flight

. deck which was subdued after several hours., &« hongar deck

fire was quickly controlled. OSteering and bridge comnunie-
cations werec severely injurcd und control shifted to Batt
II., SUWANNER, dead in woter for a fcow ninutes, shortly re-
suricd headway and re¢joincd the forwitions Position at

time of attuck was 09° 37' N; 126° 52,9 §; Personnel
casuulties for both deys were: killodi 5 officers, 80 ene
listed men; wounded: 13 officers, 89 enlisted unen; alssing:
2 officers, 56 enlisted rnicn, luny wounded subscquontly
died; some wwissing were subscgquoently locoted., snclosure
(G) contuins ¢ detailed list, See enclosure (&), photo=
graphs 30 and #31, SUWiANNug, o«fter firc was subdued and
repairs made, rctired with fornation on southeusterly course,

27 Qot, In accosdance with CTG 77.4's 262135}_;‘;_-_5UW4J\IN;'JE pro=-

cecded to hossol Passage, Palau, to ewacucte soricusly
wounded,

PLRT III

No camaent, Dotalls are contained in enclousure (B).
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On 25 October ons 250 kilograo boub c¢xploded between
hangar and flight decks at frume 64 about 20 fect to sturpocrd
centerline, rupturing hunger acck with hole 25 feet in dig-
leter, ruptured flight deck with hole 10 feet in diwuweter wund
damsged wain deck; it caused extensive dwiage to structure,
piping, wiring and other equipacnt in the viecinity by frag.ene
tation and fire, The after elev.tor wus du.aged wnd wade ine-
operative, On 26 October one 250 kilogram boub exploded ot
flight decik level on the forwurd elevator cuipletely dewoclish-
ing elovator znd cousing distortion wnd extonsive dauuge to
the flight deck «wnd bridge structure, The ..ain deck was rup-
tured und bulkhecd 81 duiicged, The fire resulting frow the
explosion churred 30p of the fiight deck, One to turee minutes
later one 100 kilogrom bowb cxploded in tho cutapult nachiinery
space at freoie 84, destroying the cutopult and duwwaging all
equipment, dasaging cquipuent and bulkhcuds, fra.cs 82 to 91
on the gallery and forscistle deck levels, . dotoailed report
on buttle damage is cont.ined in enclosure (D), photographs
are in enclosure (&), 722 to #29.

s . Battle danoge -~ Znony.

No c:omments, For observed results on enemy surface
task forces und cneny aireraft, see enclosure (a), aireruft
«action Reports, air Group SIXTY,

PLRT V
b cIlc,

The greatest difticulty in intcrcopting "bogies™
©was found to be the luek of altitude informction.  This osecurred
because:

(<) Ships operating s close =s 30 miles to luerge
lond nusses rosulted in the r.odar sercen being blocked in
bearing up to 180 degrees. e

(b) Failure of uctuul "Pitting™ fade churts in use,
even though f-de chzrts in use were constructed und b.sed
on many rzdar colibration runs,

\



